Elder law, Medicare, and legal issues in older patients.
Elder law is a specialty area of law directed at the specific needs of older clients and clients with disabilities. This review discusses major legal issues faced by older patients, their families, and their health care providers, including the capacity to consent to treatment, advance directives, and surrogate decision-making. In addition, public benefit programs such as Medicare, Social Security Disability Insurance, Medicaid, and Supplemental Security Income are examined. Available options for long-term care, both institutional and community-based are also highlighted. Finally, elder abuse is discussed. All who provide care to an elder must be aware of the potential signs of abuse and the remedies available.